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is partly due to the favourable modification which is produced in the suppurating 
surface. He is inclined to think that the preparation of glycerine and chlorate 
of potash may, by thickening the pus. tend to prevent the occurrence of puru¬ 
lent or putrid infection, which generally takes place in connection with suppura¬ 
tion of a serous and unhealthy character. An advantage of the glycerine is, 
that it prevents the dressings from sticking to the edges of wounds. According 
to M. Martinet, the glycerine chlorate of potash is not adapted for wounds or 
sores of a bright red colour, nor for those that are recent or of healthy appear¬ 
ance.— Edinburgh Med. Journ., March, 1861, from Bull. G4n. de TMrap., Nov. 
1860. 


MEDICAL PATHOLOGY AND THERAPEUTICS, AND PRACTICAL 

MEDICINE. 

10. Hypophosphites in the Treatment of Phthisis. —Dr. Jasies RrsDON Bennett 
has given {Med. Times and Gaz., Ap. 27,1861) some interesting results of trials 
of the hypophosphites, recommended by Dr. Churchill in the treatment of 
phthisis, and relates twenty cases, taken without selection, of which he happens 
to have more or less complete notes treated by the liypophosphite of soda. Of 
these twenty cases there were only nine in which the disease did not steadily 
advance while under treatment, and of these, four only manifested any decided 
improvement, while of the permanency of the improvement of these four, Dr. B. 
has no proofs, he says, in any one instance. 

“ I have tried,” he states, “ the remedy in numerous other cases besides those 
of which notes have been preserved, but have not been able to discover that it 
has exerted any special influence on any one function of the body, unless, indeed, 
it be on the digestive function. In many instances the tongue has improved in 
appearance, and the appetite increased, while the patients have been taking the 
remedy. But I question whether this has not been as much from the abstinence 
from all remedies capable of deranging the stomach, as from any direct influence 
exerted by the phosphatic salt, where the stomach has been irritable, or where 
the state of the system has been such that all tonics have more or less disagreed, 
and where, consequently, these have been abandoned, temporary improvement 
has often followed the exhibition of the hypophosphites. In many of these in¬ 
stances the patients would probably have been as well with a little lime-water, 
citrate of potash, or any other equally innoxious agent. And, indeed, it often 
enough occurs in the course of the treatment of phthisis, that patients are for a 
time, at least, better without any medicine, simply regulating their diet. But 
even assuming that the new remedy has been useful in allaying irritability of the 
stomach, or improving the digestion, such effects often result from small doses 
of the alkalies, and may, therefore, in all probability, be referred, in the instances 
in question, to the base, rather than to the acid with which it is combined. In 
some cases, increased secretion of urine followed the use of the remedy, but this 
increase was not more than might be accounted for by the subsidence of febrile 
disturbance. In no case did I find that the urine was rendered acid, but in some 
instances it became slightly alkaline, or neutral, where it had before been acid. 
In no instance was there any evidence of excitement of the pulse, or tendency 
to hemoptysis induced, nor any direct sedative influence exerted on the local 
pulmonary irritation. Haemoptysis has, indeed, occurred while the patients 
have been taking the remedies, but in circumstances not justifying the belief 
that the remedy had anything to do with exciting the hemorrhage. 

“The hypophosphite of lime, I have said, has appeared to me, on the whole, 
more useful than the salt of soda. Lime-water is well known to be very useful 
in many cases of gastric derangement, attended by nausea, vomiting, or gas- 
tralgia, and I have lately given, with advantage, in many such cases, a saccha¬ 
rine solution of lime, prepared for me by Messrs. Warner and Barclay, according 
to a formula recommended by Dr. Clelland, in the Edinburgh Medical Journal , 
for August, 1859. In several instances where the irritability of both stomach 
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and bowels has been such as to interfere with all treatment, and with the taking 
of the most simple food, and where, consequently the emaciation and debility 
have rapidly increased, I have found the saccharated solution of lime, in doses 
of from twenty to thirty minims, three times a-day, prove of signal service. And 
it has appeared to mo to act, not merely as an antacid, but as a tonic. I think 
it, therefore, extremely probable that the hypophosphite of lime will prove in 
many cases a useful remedy in the treatment of phthisis, acting beneficially on 
the stomach and intestinal mucous membrane, and, as Dr. Churchill affirms, on 
the pulmonary mucous membrane, diminishing the expectoration, and giving 
tone to the capillaries. 

“ But I am bound to say, that I have seen no more evidence of any specific anti- 
tubercular action exerted by the salt of lime than by the soda salt. No one 
will be inclined to question the great value of tonics in the treatment of phthisis, 
and among the poor, or those who have either neglected or mismanaged them¬ 
selves under the false notion that tonics and good living are not suited to the 
cough, and other symptoms attendant on phthisis, it is often marvellous to ob¬ 
serve the rapid improvement, and, perhaps, apparent cures, that follow on the 
administration of tonics. But it is not less true, that we meet with many cases 
of phthisis where tonics are not borne, and where their action is even highly 
injurious. This is especially the case with steel, which is often very injudiciously 
given. A trial of the hypophosphites may be useful in elucidating the benefit 
that accrues, in many instances, from a temporary or even an entire, abandon¬ 
ment of all tonics, and adherence to regulated diet, and all the various hygienic 
means, of such paramount importance in the management of all cases of tuber¬ 
cular disease.” 

11. Action of Liquor Potassce. upon Phthisis.- —In our No. for Jan. last, p. 
261, we gave the results of some trials made by Dr. R. P. Cottox, Physician to 
the Hospital for Consumption, to ascertain the effect of hydrochloric acid on con¬ 
sumption. This careful observer has lately published (Med. Times and Gaz., 
April 13th, 1861) some experiments on the (chemically) opposite treatment by 
a pure alkali, on the same number (25) of unselected hospital patients. 

He “ administered fifteen minims of liquor potassse two or three times a day, 
sometimes slightly increasing each dose. Of the patients ten were males and 
fifteen were females ; their ages varied from fifteen to forty years; eight of them 
were in the first stage, four in the second stage, and thirteen in the third stage 
of the disease. 

“ Of the twenty-five cases, two slightly improved ; one greatly improved; and 
twenty-two appeared to be uninfluenced by the treatment. In only one instance, 
however, did it disagree with the stomach; in all the rest it seemed to be in¬ 
operative either for good or harm. In the two slightly improved cases quinine 
and iron were afterwards administered with a more satisfactory result; and in 
the one greatly improved, the liquor potassse was changed for a vegetable 
tonic, without any alteration in the general progress. Bight patients gained 
slightly in weight; nine lost weight; and eight experienced no change in this 
particular. 

“ Of the twenty-two patients in whom the liquor potass® seemed inoperative, 
nine improved under a change of medicine, some of them, indeed, to a marked 
extent; thirteen, however, experienced no amendment under the like change, 
being apparently in a condition of disease hardly amenable to any kind of treat¬ 
ment. 

“ With this result, it may be interesting to couple a statement contained in 
the preceding report, that four patients who had been deriving benefit under 
the influence of dilute hydrochloric acid, unhesitatingly declared that they pro¬ 
gressed to a much less extent during the brief period in which this remedy 
had been experimentally changed for liquor potassoe. 

“ In the days of some of our professional ancestors, liquor potassse enjoyed a 
considerable reputation as a remedy in phthisis, from its supposed so-called 
“ deobstruent” action. Of late years, however, it has fallen, I believe, compara¬ 
tively into disuse, and is not often prescribed, except perhaps to meet an occa¬ 
sional complication. 



